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By Pastor Parris Bailey   
Executive Director  

A 
s I write this, I stay 

amazed at the grace of 

God over these 42 years. 

The testimonies are astounding! 

We now have Mary’s Song 

graduates attending our church, 

working for us, going back to col-

lege, returning to their families, 

and getting married to folks in 

our church. We have worked 

hard to create a community and 

support system so that the girls 

feel a part of the family. Again, 

by the grace of God and the 

support of others we are able to 

continue.  

In March of this year another 

dream was fulfilled, located in 

the same building where we 

launched Mary’s Song we 

opened our very own men's res-

toration center. The 180 Men's 

Restoration Center directors are 

Don and Mary Bryant; they are 

long time members of Victory 

Fellowship and for the past 20 

years served on the mission field 

in Africa. They just moved home 

and were wondering what their 

next step was when I gave them 

a call (funny how God works). I 

am so thankful for people with 

servant hearts! We now have 7 

men at the center, and we are 

so excited to see the work of 

God already happening in their 

lives!  

Part of the 180 Men's Center job 

will be to help with the mainte-

nance at Victory. Seeing we 

have 18 acres, many gardens 

and buildings to upkeep, they 

should stay pretty busy. The 

Mary’s Song ladies attend to the 

cleaning in each of our campus 

buildings. Our goal is to build 

healthy work ethics and that the 

students would see benefits of 

their labor. The students spend 

half a day in bible studies, prayer 

and worship, and the other half 

working for the church. This is 

how I was able provide a salary 

for the directors of the programs. 

There is nothing like watching 

people transform as they hear 

the good news of redemption.  

At the moment, Mary’s Song is 

full to capacity! Our third phase 

(transition house) is full of girls 

who have been reunited with 

their children, working towards a 

degree, or working jobs.  

We are sold to the message of 

Christ! I've been meditating on 

the story of Ruth in the Bible. She 

left all and found a new life alto-

gether. In other words, she 

learned to leave behind some-

thing not worth keeping. Mat-

thew Henry said, "God wisely or-

ders small events; and many a 

great affair is brought about by a 

little turn, which seemed fortui-

tous to us, but was directed by 

Providence with design." When 

we learn to step out and leave 

the things not worth keeping 

God meets us right where we 

are. Despite what we might think 

we are losing, there is a mighty 

God who more than enough 

supplies all that we could ask or 

think.  

God is a God of restoration! I am 

thankful to be able to stand 

back and allow Him to do his 

work among them. We are just 

vessels that left something be-

hind, that really wasn't worth 

keeping. I pray for you that you 

too will meet this mighty Savior! ● 



T E S T I M O N I E S   

By Katie  

A 
t the age of thirty, as my last 

option and the chance 

that this was the only hope, 

if there ever was going to be one, I 

entered Mary’s Song.  For over 

twenty years I had been struggling 

with multiple diagnosis of mental 

illnesses. Surviving everyday on psy-

chotropic medications and a cop-

ing mechanism I had developed…

cutting myself. As the years had 

gone by I began to begin substitut-

ing self-harm with substance abuse.  

Especially following an injury that 

fractured my back.  Both the sub-

stance abuse and the self-abuse 

were just as destructive as the 

other. I had become overtaken 

with thoughts of suicide and ob-

sessed with its behaviors. The life 

that I was living though was not just 

hurting me but hurting those 

around me as well. Though I could 

not see this at the time because I 

was spiritually blind…actually, spiri-

tually dead! Living in my own pity-

party of how many had hurt me 

through sexual abuse, physical 

abuse and whatever else I could 

tally up against someone.  I didn’t 

know it then but I had developed a 

deep anger towards God, so I 

hated everyone including myself. I 

always knew God existed, but the 

image I had obtained of Him over 

the years had been distorted. I 

looked at His sovereignty as terrible 

and cruel way that He made each 

of us live under His authorative con-

trol.  I would often think to myself 

out of doubt and unbelief of who 

He is, “why would God put me here 

in the midst of all this turmoil in life if 

he really loved me?” And if I really 

had any worth like other  Christians 



told me , then “why would He allow 

so many bad things to happen to 

me or anyone else for that mat-

ter?” The lies began to pour in 

more.  I had become angry, bitter, 

and unforgiving of others and my-

self.  I began believing that I had 

deserved the things that hap-

pened to me and no one could be 

as terrible of a person as me. I did-

n’t think I could ever be loved. I felt  

hopeless, lost cause and a burden 

to all around me.  So, I thought if I 

really began to love God then He 

might just love me back. I sought 

out to seek Him in every way. I 

knew how, which was through re-

ligion, the only God I knew. Going 

to church services, events, and 

praying about of my torment, 

never accepting what Christ had 

done. I did this off and on for sev-

eral years, living my drug abusing, 

self-abusing, promiscuous life out-

side of the church doors. I had NO 

PEACE! I didn’t even know what 

that was supposed to look or feel 

like or even if it were obtainable for 

someone like me.  I continuously 

cried out to Him, “Help me! Please, 

God help me!” 

 

As I laid in a hospital bed,  mentally 

and physically shutting down in de-

tox,  I got the news: Family services 

was stepping in and removing my 3 

year old and 4 year old from my 

home.  It had become evident that 

they were no longer safe in my 

care.  Their father, my husband was 

in prison and I had obviously failed 

miserably at being a dependable 

mother.  I had to get help or I 

would lose them permanently. 

  

I had walked into Mary’s Song 

with religion and the “I’m saved” 

attitude. Gosh, was I wrong.  I 

knew a lot about Jesus but I didn’t 

know Jesus himself.  I had lost my 

way.  Then the most incredible 

thing happened, all of a sudden I 

felt a peace within me and with-

out a shadow of doubt I knew 

there was hope. Wow! I had met 

the Price of Peace! I’ve learned 

that there’s going to be daily bat-

tles, that’s life. I just have to keep 

my eyes on Him; the Author and 

the Finisher of my faith and I have 

to run and I have to fight! The en-

emy has taken so much from me 

and I refuse to give him another 

day of my life or my children’s life. 

Through God I am taking back all 

that was stolen. God is restoring all 

things and making all things new. 

God started this work within me 

and he is faithful to complete it. 

He chose me before I was ever 

born. I have always belonged to 

Him. He created me in His image 

and formed me in my mother’s 

womb. 

 

I may have been victimized but, I 

have been redeemed and set 

free. I have a choice: continue to 

be a helpless, self-pitied victim or 

be an overcomer by the blood of 

Jesus Christ who paid the ultimate 

price for me and who loved my 

enough to die for my sins to save 

my life for eternal redemption that 

I may be victorious! This kind of 

love definitely never came from 

anything else in this world I had 

been chasing. I found it . . . true 

love; the hope, the peace, the joy 

and the satisfaction I had been 

looking for.  Finally, I was wanted. 

God had wanted me all along. He 

was just waiting for me to want 

Him! Through my incredible lead-

ers I have learned to start trusting 

again; and trusting God enough 

to rely on Him for whatever my 

need may be. After all, He knows 

what I Have need of before I ever 

have need of it. My leaders have 

been teaching me how to have 

healthy relationships and how to 

live again, depend on the Holy 

Spirit to guide me, how to forgive, 

and most importantly how to get 

to know Jesus through my very 

own personal relationship with 

Him.  Each day I am so gratefully 

blown away at this new thing- this 

new person God created me to 

be.  I am for the first time enjoying 

living life and loving Jesus. ● 

I always knew God  
existed, but the image  
I had obtained of Him 

over the years had  
been distorted.  

 
I didn’t think  

I could  
ever be loved. 

 
I had met the  

Price of Peace! 

 

I found it… 
true love 



T E S T I M O N I E S   

O 
n January 10, 2015, 

God put a new song 

in my mouth (Psalms 

40:3), spinning me around 

and around, reminding me 

daily of who He is, and who I 

am in Him.  Before Christ, I 

was hopeless, fearful, inse-

cure and full of guilt.  Guilt of 

never being good enough, 

guilt of disappointing every-

one in my life, guilt for getting 

pregnant at a young age, 

being an unstable mother, 

and guilt for never facing my 

issues. That guilt quickly 

turned into infinite fear of 

messing up! I ran from any-

thing and everything that 

rooted back to my worth, 

even my own husband and 

son.  I was in such a pursuit of 

the perfect life, that my 

‘perfect life’ became darker 

and darker day by day.  So 

much so, that nothing could 

eliminate the pain anymore.  

Nothing satisfied and nothing 

could quench this longing for 

something more.  Death be-

gan to overtake my very be-

ing, but life itself stepped in 

and tore the veil.  God 

By Lauren   



opened my eyes to a whole 

new reality.  The terror of my 

failing marriage, broken fam-

ily and endless struggles 

quickly began to diminish in 

the presence of God’s 

beauty.  Christ suddenly be-

came the very center of my 

attention, he completely 

captivated my heart, with 

just ONE glimpse of his love.  I 

knew right then that I would 

never be the same.  A super-

natural trust in Christ formed 

as I surrendered my life into 

his hands.  Moment by mo-

ment, darkness began to 

flee, and behold the light of 

the world, Jesus Christ, began 

to make all things new in my 

life.  About 4 months into the 

program, the Mary’s Song 

girls and I had the privilege to 

attend the annual women’s 

spring retreat, which was on 

fasting and prayer.  That Fri-

day morning during a pas-

sionate moment of worship 

and prayer, I began to cry 

out to God… “Lord, save my 

husband! Do whatever you 

have to do, for the sake of his 

salvation and for being the 

father of our son. Lord, re-

gardless if our future lies to-

gether or not, do what only 

You can do in his life. Your will 

be done, I trust you…”  That 

night, I called my family in ex-

citement to share of my ex-

perience at the women’s re-

treat, little did I know that my 

excitement could be ele-

vated to complete awe and 

wonder by the news that my 

husband had just been ac-

cepted into a faith based 

program that same day!!  

Tears of complete joy and 

gratitude filled my very eyes, 

for my countless prayers 

have been faithfully an-

swered!  This is the God of 

restoration! This is the God of 

unfailing hope! God has truly 

given me beauty for ashes.  

He’s  pulling my marriage out 

of darkness into his marvelous 

light, restoring my relationship 

with my family and son and 

transforming me daily into 

the godly wife and mother 

He has called me to be, 

placing an unshakeable de-

pendence and security in 

Him and His word; and be-

cause of Christ, there is 

beauty in my brokenness, 

there is a way when there 

seems to be no way, there is 

a hope for the hopeless, and 

there is a light that shines 

through the darkness, and 

even when I cannot see, still I 

believe. For His love is never 

ending, never changing, and 

never failing. I have learned 

to never fear changes when 

my Lord God never changes, 

He is the same yesterday, to-

day and forever, He is beside 

me, never changing.  Once 

you get a taste of life eternal, 

all the earth’s attempts to 

quench your thirst will fail.  I 

have finally found my pas-

sionate pursuit.  For my true 

satisfaction lies in Christ 

alone, and I can confidently 

say that God has completely 

captivated my life. Without 

Christ I have nothing! I was 

on the path of destruction, 

but He pulled me out for 

greater purposes.  “For whom 

have I in heaven but you? 

And Earth has nothing I de-

sire besides you. My flesh and 

my heart may fail, but God is 

the strength of my heart and 

my portion forever (Psalms 

73: 25-26). ● 

Nothing could 
quench this  
longing for  

something more 

 

God opened  
my eyes to a  

whole new reality.   

 
This is the God of 

restoration!  

I have finally  
found my  

passionate pursuit.   



S U M M E R  2 0 1 5  G R A D U A T E S   

1st Phase Graduates 

Amanda Hyneman 

Felecia Gotro 

Yannelly Mora 

 

 

2nd Phase Graduates 

Katherine Finley 

Lauren Bachuss 

 

3rd Phase Graduates  
Daile Tait 

Julienne H 

Rebecca Houseman 

Antonia Nelson 

Brooke Rando  



2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5   
M a r y  S o n g  R e p o r t   

1   
Third Phase Student  

in GED classes  

 

1   
Third Phase Student  

Attending Delgado Community Collage   

 

1 

Graduate  

Has graduated from Blue Cliff as a  

Massage Therapist  

 

1 

Graduate  

Working at Victory Fellowship's  

Little Gators Learning Center  

Wow! We are part of an amazing work! Thank you Jesus!  

1  
Third Phase Student  

Working in Victory Fellowship's Children's Nurs-

ery Ministry 

 

2  
Graduates  

Working in Victory Fellowship's  Office 

 

7  
Graduates  

Attended Bethesda Bible Collage  

 

1  
Third Phase Student  

starting Delgado Collage Culinary classes  



MarySong.net  
Organic products infused with essential oils & herbal extracts.   

Packaged with love by the Mary’s  Song Women. 

Face  Balms   Body  
Facial Serum 
Facial Moisturizer 
Facial Exfoliant 
Facial Toner 
Eye Cream 
3 in 1 Face Cream 

 Stress Balm 
Perfume Balm 
Lip Balm 
Body Balm  
Muscle Balm  

 Body Cream 
Body Lotion 
Bath Salts 
Muscle Gel 
Organic Soaps 
Body Spray  

M a r y ’ s  S o n g  P r o d u c t s  

Change your skin. Change your skin.   

Change a life.  Change a life.    



You are cordially invited  

to the annual  

Mary’s Song  

& 180 Center  

Fundraising Banquet 

On Thursday, October 22, 2015 

At 7 o’clock in the evening 

At the Arbor Room at Popp Fountain in City Park 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

 

Tickets are $50  

(Seating is Limited) 

To reserve your tickets, please call (504) 822-1341 



Thank you  
for your support! 

Mary’s song 
Restoration center for women  

5708 Airline Drive, Metairie, LA (504) 822-1341 
Marysong.net  


