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Divine Appointments

BY PASTOR PARRIS BAILEY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

‘‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the good
news to the poor; He has sent Me to announce release to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to send forth as delivered those who are oppressed who are
downtrodden, bruised, crushed, and broken down by calamity.’’ Luke 4:18

When I step into Mary’s Song it’s like I stepped

the stewardship to oversee their success!

into another world. No, I am not describing

Spurgeon said, ‘‘As the empty cup receives

hopelessness, depression, and anger. The

from the flowing fountain, so do we receive

girls greet me with smiles, we joke and within

Christ into our emptiness. We, being poor, and

minutes someone is singing or praying for one

naked, and miserable, come to him, and we

another. Despite the predicament these girls

receive riches, and clothing, and happiness

find themselves in, joy is found because Christ is

in him.” It’s time to bring this precious gospel

there.

to your arena or sphere of influence. New
Orleans needs a voice. You will be amazed

Whether we realize it or not, the Gospel is

how the glorious gospel will change your

powerful when we learn to open our mouth.

family, your life and the world. Step into your

The Gospel causes the sick to return to health,

divine appointment!

those in darkness to come to the light. Some
days seem longer than others, hurts that have

Not all of course stay the course, not all

been buried down deep make their way to the

instantly change, because it’s not a magic

surface and begin to dissipate. Day after day,

formula. Many of them come back a second

month after month, the girls begin to feel safe,

or even a third time and again the doors are

feel lighter and begin to see a future shaped in

open. What I do know is the master has been

the love of the Father. Personally, its hard for

waiting for them, some family member has

me to wrap my head around their story, like

been praying for them, and we at Mary’s Song

what someone did to them, or what they did

have the honor of being their host!

to others, and at the end of the day it doesn’t
matter. My response is that whoever walks

Thank you for another fabulous year! Thank

through those doors made a tremendous

you community for praying, your generous

decision to change; and we have been given

giving, taking them to their appointments,
counseling and just being there!
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‘‘ Day after day, month after month, the girls begin to feel safe, feel lighter
and begin to see a future shaped in the love of the Father.’’
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A Moment in Time

BY PASTOR RACHEL YOUNG
DIRECTOR

‘‘But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and

through us spreads and makes evident everywhere the sweet fragrance
of the knowledge of Him. ’’ 2 Corinthians 2:14
There’s no place on earth quite like Mary’s

I love how R. Martin Pope describes this

Song! I have been here for almost 11 years

experience: “They share in the Conqueror’s

and I never cease to be amazed by the

triumph, not as sullen, broken-hearted, and

supernatural nature of the Holy Spirit in His

doomed captives, but as those who rejoice

work of redemption. In a moment of time, He

to be His prisoners of love and are proud to

can change everything!!

be trophies which grace His victorious might.
The source of joy lies in the fact that they are

By the time the ladies make it here, most of

‘in Christ,’ and so united with Him to partake

them are pretty beat up. To say they have

in the perennial gladness of His victory. Out of

lost hope is an understatement. All of their

this, springs a fragrance diffused through the

resources have been exhausted, but to their

air invisibly interpenetrating the community. To

surprise Christ has prepared a place for them.

know Christ is to carry an aroma of beauty into

As their condition bows them low before Him,

the strife and vulgarity of human intercourse.

He lovingly draws close, and in a moment

In its fulness, we may never be able to unfold

of time, His appointed “kairos” time, His

to others; but the ‘fragrance’ of it--the

miraculous work of grace begins. With one

sweetness as of a hidden violet--is borne on

touch, He begins to unlock and release them

the breeze and manifested in every place”

from dysfunctional habits, beliefs, and traumas
that have imprisoned them their entire life.

On the war-torn battleground of human

And His work doesn’t stop there! Over and

deficiency and despair, the love of Christ is

over again, He inundates them with revelation

triumphant! That which has proven impossible

knowledge of Who He is and why they were

for man, over and over again, the Lord

created, infuses them with supernatural joy,

accomplishes in a moment of time. This is such

and leads them in one victory after another

a moment. Behold the miracles all around you.

as His surrendered trophies of grace! Through

Settle yourself and take it in. The fragrance of

this exhilarating love-drenched communion

Christ is in the air…

the intoxicating fragrance of Christ is released
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into the atmosphere and entices others to His

Your love and support help make this possible!

beauty!

Thank you for fourteen amazing years!

‘‘Jesus lovingly draws close, and in a moment of time...His miraculous
work of grace begins. With one touch, He begins to unlock and release
them from dysfunctional habits, beliefs, and traumas that have
imprisoned them their entire life. ’’
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Meet the Staff

In 2008, Pastor Parris founded Mary’s Song after an encounter
with the Holy Spirit during a personal family crisis. At that time
in her life, she didn’t realize that over 150,000 people overdose
each year from alcohol and drugs, leaving families devastated
and without hope. Pastor Parris loves welcoming the Holy Spirit
into their brokenness, teaching on the spirit, soul, and body, and
connecting them to the church family. She feels that she has
been given a stewardship over these girls for an epoch period of
time. Over the years, she has seen the Lord work in the hearts of
these girls in supernatural ways. Graduates are currently serving
as pastors and holding staff positions; more have married and
are attending the church. Her favorite part is taking the girls on
outings, planning retreats, and creating “fun days” where they can
learn to enjoy life once again. In 2017, Bethesda Community was
purchased as a “phase two” of Mary’s Song, where the girls are
able to live in two-bedroom apartments while transitioning back
into jobs, church life, and their families. Pastor Parris never grows
tired of seeing redemption played out every day at Mary’s Song.
Pastor Rachel came to Victory in 2011 through Mary’s Song after
a 25-year battle with drug addiction and mental illness. By the
grace of God, she met Christ there, embraced her calling to help
other women like herself and has never looked back. Rachel
served as Assistant Director for 3 ½ years and has been Director
since July 2019. She acquired her Associates Degree in Biblical
Studies through Bethesda Bible College and became a licensed
minister in 2018. She serves as a Women’s Pastor at Victory
Church, is a Certified Belief Therapist through Therapon, and was
a Chaplain at Jefferson Parish Correctional Center 2018-2020.
December 7, 2022 will mark her 11th year of freedom in Christ and
her 3-year anniversary with her husband, and long-time deacon
of Victory Church, Richard Young. Rachel is forever grateful and
it is her great joy to see other women experience Christ’s love for
themselves and be set free to live a victorious life in Him.
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Tanya is our Student Facilitator. She is responsible for making
sure the ladies know what is expected of them during their stay
and how to live a life of love and radical obedience to God and
those he positions to lead. She is also over the kitchen and
houses, teaching students practical life skills. She is a Certified
Belief Therapist and presently pursuing her license. She is enrolled
in Bethesda Bible College pursuing an Associates Degree
in Biblical Studies. On her third and final journey through the
program, in a position of hopelessness, Jesus unlocked her heart
and gave her the keys to partner with the Holy Spirit in unlocking
the hearts of others. It is from this experience of His unrelenting
love that her passion for the broken flows. Her desire is to see the
lives of each lady transformed by the love of Christ and for them
to walk in their God given authority with boldness.
Heather Pizzolato is our Administrative Assistant. She also serves
as part time supportive staff. She enjoys serving the ladies at
Mary’s Song on a daily basis, helping the ladies achieve their
goals and connecting them with resources that they can use upon
graduation. Heather’s passion is helping the women at Mary’s
Song recognize their identity in Christ and finding healthy ways
to express themselves. Throughout her life, she found art to be
a safe outlet to express herself and is now teaching the ladies to
express themselves through art and creativity. Heather attends
Full Sail University and is working towards a Bachelor’s Degree
in graphic design. She is also enrolled in Bethesda Bible College
pursuing an Associates degree in Biblical Studies.

Vera is the work supervisor and curriculum coordinator. She
has been working at Mary’s Song for 6 months. She facilitates
the schedule, teaches the ladies life skills, and supervises the
cleaning business and duties of the students. She also assists with
the curriculum in relation to each student’s individual program
and the memorization of God’s word. Her passion for the word
of God and her life lessons help these ladies with their growth
and knowledge in the Lord. She loves watching the Holy Spirit
bring revelation knowledge as He reveals Himself to them!! She
also loves to praise and worship and help others enter into His
presence!!
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Meet some of our students
Tiffany
I have been in some really bad relationships. I have been
broken, used and abused all of my life. I have given my all
to ungodly men who said they loved me. But I never knew
what real love was. I have known the love of Jesus. I have
made mistakes but, when I couldn’t take any more pain, I
would run back to Jesus. The only man I know who really
loved me and kept me safe.

I’ve always had a plan B, but today there is no one but
Jesus! He is the only love I need. WOW! God has promised
to be with us always and make the path straight and to
make a way through all the mountains. I wouldn’t say I was
lost before I came to Mary’s Song, because Jesus found
me a long time ago. But I can say I am just starting to trust
Him. PS 80:8 says, “You brought us out of Egypt as if we
were a vine, you forced out other nations and planted us in
your land.” I believe God has planted me in this season at
Mary’s Song, and healing and wholeness will happen.

‘‘Love covers a multitude of sins’’
1 Peter 4:8

Kealeigh

Before Mary’s Song I was enslaved to my thoughts and
to some heavy drugs. The devil held me captive with my
thoughts - leading me through a revolving door. I was mad
and didn’t even realize it. I was looking for validation in all
the wrong places. I was spiritually in a grave. I knew there
was more I just couldn’t seem to get out of my grave. I
tried rehab and then I came to Mary’s Song. Rehab
wasn’t enough and I knew it. I asked God to show me
what it means to be ‘‘blessed’’ before He sent me here to
Mary’s Song. I’ve been here nearly three months and my
thought patterns are changing - Praise Him! God has been
shedding light on the lies I’ve been telling myself. You really
do become transformed by the renewing of your mind
when you leave the worldly ways behind and put your eyes
on Him and His love for you. It makes you just want to keep
diving further and further in His love. I now have a clearer
understanding of what blessings and being blessed is all
about and it’s all for God’s Glory!
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‘‘If the Son sets you free you
are free indeed!’’ John 8:36

Robin

I have been at Mary’s Song for about seven and a half
months now. Before I came I was facing homelessness. I
was living in despair and feeling very alone. I tried to numb
my feelings with alcohol and it finally reached the point
where I was unable to hold down a job or support myself
any longer. Emotionally, I was wishing I was dead and
spiritually I was dead as I had no relationship with God.

‘‘Yet I still belong to you;
you hold my right hand. You guide me with
your counsel, leading me to a glorious destiny.’’
Psalm 73:23-24

Since I’ve been at Mary’s Song, I’ve been born again! I
have a personal relationship with the Lord that grows daily
through the Word, worship and Christian community. I feel
I am complete in Christ which gives me a new sense of
security and acceptance. I have new hope for the future
and would like to return to teaching middle school Science
or high school Biology, if it is the Lord’s will. Whatever He
has in store for me I know it will be better than anything I
could imagine for myself!

Annie Jo

‘‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’’
Jeremiah 29:11

Hi, my name is Annie Jo. I’ve been at Mary Song for 8
1/2 months now and I am 9 months in sobriety here at
Victory Church. Before Mary Song, I was in very dark place
mentally, spiritually and physically. I suffered through a
13 year drug addiction. The abuse from men, addiction,
grief had taken a toll on my life. I lost everything I had and
ended up homeless. I overdosed 18 times last year. My
kidneys had shut down and I was in a coma for 4 days. I
was hospitalized for 2 months on kidney dialysis. I have felt
God’s love carrying me through in the midst of hardship.
It’s a miracle I’m still alive! I landed me in jail on Christmas
last year. I felt totally defeated and worthless. I started
to seek God while sitting in my jail cell. The Lord heard my
cries out of desperation. I saw God’s hand reaching down
pulling me out from the dark deep pit and brought me
forth into His light. He found me, saved me and placed me
here at Mary’s Song. I am believing for restoration with my
3 daughters and my family. I believe He will restore to me
the years all that the locusts have eaten.
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Did you know?
Overdoses are now the leading cause of deaths of Americans.
Since 1999 more than 932,000 people have died from a drug overdose.
More people have lost their lives to drug overdose
than all of the lives lost during the Vietnam War.
Since 1999, the sale of opioid painkillers has skyrocketed by
300 percent. Now 2 million americans misuse prescription opioids.
130 Americans die every day from opioid overdose.
Fentanyl, a synthetic opiate, claimed 16,000 lives in 2018
which is equivalent to 44 people per day.
In 2018, over 5.1 million young adults battled substance abuse addiction.
An estimated 88,000 people die per year due to alcohol poisoning.
Over 13.6 million young adults struggle with a
substance abuse disorder in the United States.
Did you know that heroin now kills more people than guns?
Drugs overdoses claimed 108,000 lives in the US last year.
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Our Story

Mary’s Song is celebrating 14 years
of redemption!
Mary’s Song was founded in
2008 and located in Mid-City. The
Program started out as a 6 month
program with the capacity to house
12 women.
Shortly afterward, Mary’s Song
moved to Metairie and extended
the program to 12 months with the
capacity to house 15 women at a
time.
Several years later Mary’s Song
added a Mother’s home; a place
where the women could be reunited
back to their children.
In 2017, Bethesda Community,
an eight 2 bedroom apartment
complex was opened. This facility
serves as transitional housing to
the graduates of the program.
The women who graduate have
the option to move into Bethesda
Community as they re-enter the
work force.
Over the past fourteen years there
have been countless lives and
families restored. We cant wait to
see what the future holds.
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Our Legacy

In the past 14 years, we have reached 170 women
with the transforming love of Christ!

In that time, 141 women have gradated our prorgam.

Currently, 25 of our graduates are
connected in our community at Victory Church

16 of our graduates are in the ministry and leading others to
the freedom found only in Christ!
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Recent Accomplishments
Our Mary’s Song staff is now comprised of all graduates!
Recently, we established new protocols.
In addition, we revamped the student curriculum.

We hired new 3 new staff members and added 4 new interns
to help carry out the vision of the program.
In the past year, 13 girls have completed the program!
4 of the graduates received car donations!
13 of our graduates enrolled into
Bethesda Bible College.
2 graduates enrolled in college degree programs.
1 graduate began pursuing her G.E.D.
8 of our graduates were hired at new jobs. 2 of our students
are interning in the front office.
3 of our graduates moved to Bethesda Community
and are serving in ministry.
7 of our students were water baptized.
This year we have received 14 new students.
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Annual Supporters

Platinum
Henry & Cheryse Zeller
Davis Aviation
Mary Rodgers
Rick & Rachel Young
King Construction
Tom & Tanya Dubroc
James & Christina Weidner

Gold

Anna Donahue Ministries
Wayne & Kimberly Babineaux
Daniel Daigle
Life United
Dennis & Lisa Marquette
David & Susie Batten
Ray & Tiffany Lasseigne and Catherine Lowry
Ray & Lisa Hebert
Matt & Michelle Nichols
Joanne Cardenia

Silver

Donald & Mary Bryant
Jessica Bundy
Whitney White
Suzanne Vincent
Nicholas & Donna Veasey
The Greater New Orleans Foundation
Ophelia Thompson
Sandra Teal
Steve & Deborah Sievert
Cresencio & Lisa Rosario
Christopher O’Flynn
Chris & Tonya Morris
Christina Mullins
Jennifer Murray
Eric & Vonterrance Jones
Dan & Cissy Higgins
Desiree Early
James & Tracy Fisher
Hannan Chiropractic
Kelly Gueno
Celina Guerrero
Greff Motors, Inc.
Brenda Cullen
Clayton & Karen Boudreaux
Jomarie Brown
Alonso & Zinnia Andara
Olivia Reynolds
Brent & Jennifer Mader
Mark & Ana Dal Corso
Frank & Parris Bailey
ARB LLC
Brian & Linda Schexnayder
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Bronze
Jason Blanchard
Rene Blazquez
Robert & Antoinette Chopin
Linda Clayton
Beth Schexnaydre
James & Dana Weber
Chandler & Brandy Veasey
Nick & Kathryn Modica
Momentum Renovations LLC.
Masters Auto Collision & Auto
Magnolia Forwarding Co.
Marlene Luke
Virginia Lewis
Janie Lapeyrouse
Ciera Helton
Erin Dye
Cornerstone Church Of God Violet
Robert & Holly Chandler
Nancy Alonzo Ministries
Krystal Rosette

Supporters

Gabriel & Brittany Aldridge

Scott & Louisa McNulty

Pedro Alonso

Monica Miller

Bryan & Sheila Amato

Chris & Brandy Monnerjahn

John & Christine Barnitz

Amber Monroe

Michael & Elizabeth Bruno

Vivien Montgomery

Maritza Cabrera

Sarah Moore

William & Jody Collins

Kotina Nelson

Martin & Sharon Cusanza

Toni Nelson

Alan & Claudia De Brito

Michael & Shannon Ogbonna

Travis DeZarn

Mike & Cathy Palermo

Pamela George

Robert & Frankie Presson

Kathleen Grabert

Sandra Rahman

Dwayne Grey

Cynthia Rev

Paula Guy

Larry & Dolores Roberson

Stephanie Hart

Edgar Rodriguez

Phyllis Hatcher

Alberto Rojas

Sherry Haydel

Leslie Roques

Michael & Debra James

Drew Roussel

Jason & Olivia Jefferies

Judy Scheurer

Terrance & Joy Jones

Eddie & Sasha Schneider

Mark & Amy Keeler

Kazzachat & Salama Sheyin

Bobi Kilcrease

Nicole Smith

Samantha Kinzy

Phyllis Smith

Gerron & Laurie Lassere

Joel Stockstill

Chad Latapie

George Terrell

Les Femmes D’Orleans

Rose Trigueros

Donnelle Lester

Colleen Turner

Earnestine Lewis

Interscope Video

Melissa Lingoni

James Vincent

Donald & Etta Lutz

Jessie Weidner

Bruner mallett

Joanna Williams
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We want to thank the following restaurants for contributing to
the transformation of the women at Mary’s Song.

McClain’s Pizzeria
Terry Tyler
The Boulevard
Tyren George
Hurts Donuts
Sweet Joy
Cane’s
Bonefish Grill
Smitty’s
Zea’s
Zoe’s
Chipotle
B & G Fresh Market
Olive Branch
Golden Corral
Acme
The Happy Italian
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We’d like to give a special ‘‘Thank you’’
to our volunteers and contributers!
Tom & Tanya Dubroc

Erin Dye

Jane Lapeyrouse

Emily Brady

Pastor Karen Boudreaux

George Terrell

Daile Tait

Bernie Johnson Diez

Faith Cheramie

Louisa McNulty

Whitney White

Myra Guzman

Legacy Jefferson

Christen Kubricht

Nancy Clement

Risa Williams

Mimi Crabtree

Phyllis Hatcher

Anna Donahue

Jade Sanders

Ana DalCorso

Dominick Causey

Debra McNabb

Cornerstone Church

Tracy Fisher

Wendy Giardina

Shantrell Pendleton

Diane Hayes

Susie Batten

Katie Hairston

Rosa Trigueros

Jane Burst

Brandy Monnerjahn

Dumas & Ashley Milner

Oscar & Rachael Mendez

Donna Veasey

Zinnia Andara

Louisiana Purchase Kitchen

Dr. Kathy Baker

Tim & Robin Bills

Dr. Tai Nguyen

Colleen Turner

Dr. Patricia Summers

Marianne Terry

Tyra Berthelot

Von Jones

Raevyn Alford

Lisa Marquette

Teresa Emswiler

Rose Trigueros

Paula Kent

Julissa Robichaux

Joann Cardenia

Sweet Joy

Marlene Luke

Mooyah

Vonterrance Jones

Cornerstone Church Violet

Les Femmes d’Orleans

Melissa Kennedy

Linda Clayton

David & Melissa Lingoni

Dawn Stevens
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FINANCIAL FACTS
What does it cost to run our program each year?
$175,000 annual operating budget (for 15 women)

Annual Fundraising Goal
$75,000

How much does it cost to restore a women from a life of addiction to
abundance in Christ?
$1000.00 monthly
$12,000 per year
(for one woman)

Our Impact:
For the past 14 years we have run a 24 hour, 7 days a week inpatient program for women
overcoming addiction. In that time, we have graduated over 140 women. Additionally,
hundreds of women have completed the first and second phases of our program. Countless
women have found healing & restoration at Mary’s Song. A restoration that not only
impacted them, but also brought healing to their children, husbands and families.

What impact will you make?
Your contribution could save a life. In 2021, 108,000 people died of opioid drug overdoses
in the US. The drug epidemic has reached every community and nearly every family. With
the help of our faithful supporters, we can continue to reach women trapped in addictive
lifestyles in our community.

Will you join us?
You can start tonight! Please consider making a one time donation of any amount to support
the ladies in Mary’s Song!

Count me in!
Please consider pledging a monthly or annual amount to help change a life!
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WAYS TO GIVE
Give online at marysong.net/donate
Text to Give
Text 73256 ‘‘VictoryChurchMarysong’’
Venmo:
@marysongNOLA
Donate by cash or check and place in a provided envelope.
Make out checks to Mary’s Song
If you would like to give a monthly sponsorship pledge, please
fill out a pledge card and place in the offering along with your
donation card.

‘‘And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the song
of my Savior God. God took one good look at me, and look what
happened— I’m the most fortunate woman on earth!’’
Luke 1:46-48 The Message
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